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Prerequisite Packages Installation
for Windows Users



• OS version: Windows (32 or 64 bit, Windows version 7.0 or above) + Cygwin

• Memory: 4GB or more (if possible)

• Free disk space: 10GB or more

• Internet connection

• Winzip or 7-zip utility to unpack a tar file

• Software:
o GrADS (v2.0.x or later)
o wget
o curl
o GNU precision calculator (bc)
o GDAL
o unzip
o ImageMagick

System requirements to run
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1) Go to the website: https://cygwin.com/install.html

2) Depending on your system type, click on either the 64-bit or 32-bit link to download the 
installation file (setup-x86_64.exe for 64 –bit system or setup-x86.exe for 32-bit. 

Cygwin installation (1/6)

https://cygwin.com/install.html


Look for the setup file in your download folder, and double click on it to 
initiate the Cygwin installation:

1) Click on Next to go to the next step 2) Click on Next to install from Internet

Cygwin installation (2/6)



1) Click on Next to proceed with the
recommended selection

2) Click on Next to proceed with the
default installation location

Cygwin installation (3/6)



1) Click on Next to proceed with
the default installation location

2) Select one of the download sites, click
on Next to initiate Cygwin download

Cygwin installation (4/6)



Under View, use the dropdown menu and choose Not Installed

Cygwin installation (5/6)
Adding complementary packages



1) Type wget in the Search bar 2) Click on the skip next to wget and
choose the latest version (1.21.2-1)

Cygwin installation (5/6)
Adding complementary packages – WGET



1) Type curl in the Search bar 2) Click on the skip next to curl and
choose the latest version (7.79.1-1)

Cygwin installation (5/6)
Adding complementary packages – CURL



1) Type bc in the Search bar 2) Click on the skip next to bc and
choose the latest version (1.06.95-2)

Cygwin installation (5/6)
Adding complementary packages – BC



1) Type gdal in the Search bar
2) Click on the skip next to gdal and
choose the latest version (3.3.0-1)

Cygwin installation (5/6)
Adding complementary packages – GDAL



1) Type unzip in the Search bar
2) Click on the skip next to unzip and
choose the latest version (6.0-17)

Cygwin installation (5/6)
Adding complementary packages – UNZIP



1) Type ImageMagick in the Search
bar

2) Click on the skip next to
ImageMagick and choose the
version (6.9.10.11-4)

Cygwin installation (5/6)
Adding complementary packages – ImageMagick



1) Click on Next several times to finalize the Cygwin installation

Cygwin installation (6/6)

3) If everything goes well, you should
see the Cygwin shortcut icon on your
desktop

2) Check the two boxes and click on Finish
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Open your Cygwin/Linux terminal and use the which command to locate the prerequisite
executable files:

1) Check the wget package

which wget

2) Check the curl package

which curl

3) Check the bc package

which bc

4) Check the gdal package

which gdal_rasterize

5) Check the unzip package

which unzip

6) Check the ImageMagick package

which convert

Package installation check

Please contact the
NOAA’s team before
the workshop if you
don’t get the same
path.



1) Download OpenGrADS installation file from:
https://sourceforge.net/projects/opengrads/files/grads2/2.0.2.oga.2/Windows/grads-
2.0.2.oga.2-win32_superpack.exe

2) Double-click on the executable file grads-2.0.2.oga.2-win32_superpack.exe.

3) Select the language English to use during the installation. Click Next. Select I agree and click
Next several times

OpenGrADS installation

The GrADS display window
confirms the successful
installation of GrADS.

4) Open the Cygwin window and type:
grads –l

https://sourceforge.net/projects/opengrads/files/grads2/2.0.2.oga.2/Windows/grads-2.0.2.oga.2-win32_superpack.exe

